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A little

respect
The right way to update an Arthur Erickson-designed kitchen

W

(Above) Cooking tools dangle from the upper
cabinets like jewels, within easy reach.
(Left) Stainless steel plays a prominent role in
the new kitchen, from the Sub-Zero fridge to the
Duhber door pulls.
Photos: Marcos Armstrong
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hat happens when a designer decides to
update the kitchen in the Arthur Ericksondesigned home she shares with her architect husband? Céline Interiors owner Céline Pitre and
Vancouver architect Alan Endall found that their industry
expertise could be both a help and a hindrance in the
renovation process.
On the one hand, Pitre says that her knowledge was
beneﬁcial (she knows, for example, what the best products are and where to ﬁnd them). However, “it also hurts
like hell in the pocketbook because, frankly, we don’t
have the pocketbooks that our clients have,” she laughs,
adding that once she knows what a high-end faucet feels
like, it’s hard to accept an inferior item. “I have great diﬃculty, and so does my husband, settling for less.”
The result of this couple’s demand for quality: a functional, beautiful kitchen that – in keeping with Erickson’s
original esthetic – combines sleek, contemporary design
with warm, cherry-wood cabinets that echo the home’s
forested setting.
The house is one of a handful of properties in West
Vancouver’s Monteverdi Estates, a distinct subdivision
designed by the esteemed West Coast architect between
1979 and 1981. Perched atop a cliﬀ, Pitre’s home features multiple decks, soaring windows and a private, natural locale.
“Part of living there is not forgetting that it’s Arthur’s
design that we need to respect,” she stresses, mentioning that her husband was also fortunate to work with
Erickson in the past. “I’ve often said, ‘We’re living with
Arthur.’”
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Though the kitchen
is not large by
today’s standards,
its U-shaped layout
is “ fabulous” for
two people to
work in.

A sliding
chopping board ﬁts
perfectly over the
kitchen counter.
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While the blueprint for the new kitchen did not
change the basic layout of the room, Pitre says, “Where
we strayed away from Arthur’s design preferences is that
we did away with a lot of the white in order to bring in
the wood and the warm colours.”
The kitchen, she explains, could aﬀord to swap its
formerly pale palette for a darker one because it is “seethrough,” with windows on either side ﬁlling the space
with natural light.
Stainless steel plays a prominent role in the madeover room, from the Thermador triple oven to the SubZero fridge to the Duhber door pulls. Pitre also chose the
material for the sink, backsplash and counters, soldering
all three together to achieve a seamlessness that facilitates quick and easy cleanup. Because stainless steel
marks and scratches easily, however, it is best to wipe in
the direction of the grain.
“We’re careful to wipe it properly now, but, over the
years, we’re not going to be doing that anymore,” she
anticipates, adding that any future marks on the counter
will add to the patina that shows the kitchen is well
lived in.
Many details were customized to fulﬁl both husband’s
and wife’s artistic ideas: sliding chopping boards that
ﬁt perfectly over the counter, a wine ladder that ﬁlls the
space between the back of the fridge and the adjacent
door frame and cooking tools that dangle from the
upper cabinets like jewels, within easy reach.
Though the kitchen is not large by today’s standards,
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Warm, cherrywood cabinets
echo the home’s
forested setting.

Pitre says its U-shaped layout is “fabulous” for two people
to work in. As a result, the pair is eating at home more
often and entertaining regularly in the renovated space.
Contractor Upward Construction is credited with
keeping the project organized, on time and roughly on
budget. And, with the rest of the house, including the
living room, bathrooms, exterior and roof, also renovated,
Pitre says that she and Endall are committed to staying put.
“It was the kind of thing where we asked ourselves,
do we want to be disrupted for years on end or do we
want to do the whole thing at once and just suck it up?”
Clearly, the latter option proved to be well worth it. ∞

Resources

Céline Interiors, www.celineinteriors.com, 604-687-0780
Upward Construction, www.upwardconstruction.ca, 604-790-0472
Thermador, www.thermador.com, 800-735-4328
Dacor, www.dacor.com, 800-793-0093
Sub-Zero, www.subzero.com, 800-222-7820
Franke Kindred Canada, www.frankecanada.com, 866-687-7465
BC Hardwood Floor Co., www.bchardwood.com, 604-637-1082
Brookside Veneers, www.veneers.com
E. Roko Distributors, www.eroko.com, 604-420-9599
Cantu Bathroom Hardware, www.cantubathrooms.com, 604-688-1252
Forever Windows, www.foreverwindows.ca, 604-231-0993
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